
[image: image1]
Background on the Common Core State Standards Initiative

The Common Core Standards Initiative is a joint effort by the National Governor’s Association (NGA) and Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO—the nation’s state school Achieve, Inc.; and supported by many national education groups.
How It Began

Most knowledgeable observers long ago came to the conclusion that the current system of state-developed standards are a problem. They are too broad, too low in expectations, and too poorly written. There has been a growing call for what was once seen as the unthinkable—nationally developed and mandated standards and assessments. The Common Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI) is an effort to develop better, deeper, and clearer standards for all states, developed by the states, rather then an effort led by Congress or the White House (www.corestandards.org).
Growing Momentum

Forty-eight states (all but Alaska and Texas) have agreed that they will support the development of the common standards developed by NGA and CCSSO, with 15 percent of the content left up to each state. By signing on, the states agree to implement the standards (and subsequently developed assessments). Over the past seven months, NGA & CCSSO, assisted by Achieve (with advisory groups from the discipline areas) have developed common standards for Math and Literacy/English. Those standards are in public review at this time (ending April 2).
The Obama Administration clearly supports CCSSI. One of the key requirements of the “Race to the Top” Funding from the US Department of Education (the largest Federal aide to education ever) is that states join together to develop common standards in the core disciples. NGA and CCSSO have stated that once they have completed standards in Math English/Literacy, they will take up the development of standards for science and (a more vague promise) for the social studies.
Common Core State Standards Initiative and Social Studies

In December 2009, Ted McConnell, executive director of Civic Mission of Schools Campaign (CMS), offered the support and resources of CMS to NCSS for a special purpose. Together, we would convene leaders of national organizations in civics, economics, geography, and history to discuss working together to establish Common Core State Standards in Social Studies. Planning for the meeting also included Learning Point Associates, in particular Beth Ratway, a member of the NCSS Board of Directors.
The Road Ahead

Of all the education reforms currently being developed or talked about, the CCSSI has the greatest support and offers the most promise to improve education through better standards and assessments, and by ending the disparities in expectations between the states. If done incorrectly (or if a subject is left out), it also has great potential to harm a subject. Social studies standards must be developed by cooperation among stakeholder organizations in civics, economics, geography, and history. There will not be separate discipline standards. This single set of standards will drive assessment systems, as well as curriculum and instructional practices. Parallel guidelines will include suggestions and requirements for professional development.

We would like to build a more comprehensive approach to the development of standards that also includes assessment, instruction, and professional development. We estimate that the first part of the process, the actual development of Common Core State Standards in Social Studies, will cost $5-10 million. Funding is not currently available from NGA and/or CCSSO. That is the reason NCSS took action with other discipline organizations to become involved in this effort, and why NCSS and CMS convened the Common Core State Standards Summit. Any process would include each organization that agrees to be involved as well as others who may offer particular strengths. The work would likely be organized by creating a small decision-making group and a large advisory group that would include every signatory organization. Such a structure would accommodate all important perspectives, but be enabled to get the work accomplished within a reasonable time frame. This is similar to the model currently being used by NGA and CCSSO.

Participants & Colleagues

Below is a list of the participating organizations as of February 15, 2010, our first deadline for signatures. (Details at www.socialstudies.org/CommonCore.) We will work toward adding other organizations.

· American Bar Association

· American Historical Association

· Center for Civic Education

· Civic Mission of Schools Campaign

· Constitutional Rights Foundation/USA

· Constitutional Rights Foundation/Chicago

· Council for Economic Education

· National Council for Geographic Education

· National Council for History Education

· National Council for the Social Studies

· National History Day

· Street Law, Inc.

· World History Association

Next Steps

i3 Grant

Our next steps will include the development of research-based proposals to be read by supporters who we hope will fund the work in its entirety. One possible source of funding is an i3 grant (Investing In Innovation) from the Department of Education. Stay tuned. We’ll keep you posted!

Public Comment on Common Core State Standards for English and Language Arts (ELA) and Literacy in History/Social Studies and Science
This standards draft is currently available for public comment at http://www.corestandards.org/. NCSS thought it would be a good idea for as many social studies educators to submit their comments and suggestions in general, and in particular about the sections dealing with “Literacy in History/Social Studies.” Please see the “URGENT Request” document for NCSS’s specific request and some of the sections and “for improvement” points that you may want to consider weighing in on in addition to your personal thoughts and feedback.

