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November 2009





Dear Member of Congress:


 


This month, the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) is holding it annual conference and its members will be discussing federal programs important to social studies classrooms.  As the first session of the 111th Congress approaches, we hope that social studies teachers will visit their representatives, while they are in their districts, to share their concerns and priorities related to federal policies that affect social studies classrooms.  





Defining social studies as "the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence," NCSS is the largest association in the country devoted solely to social studies education. With members in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and 69 foreign countries, NCSS serves as an umbrella organization for elementary, secondary, and college teachers of history, geography, economics, political science, sociology, psychology, anthropology, and law-related education. Organized into a network of more than 110 affiliated state, local, and regional councils and associated groups, the more than 20,000 members of NCSS include K-12 classroom teachers, college and university faculty members, curriculum designers and specialists, social studies supervisors, and leaders in the various disciplines that constitute the social studies.  





Social studies educators provide students with knowledge and historical perspective, intellectual skills and civic values needed to fulfill the duties of citizenship in a participatory democracy.   During this first year of a new Administration and Congress, at a time that policymakers are taking on the daunting issues of a struggling economy, health care reform, climate change and other issues, we are reminded how important it is that the citizens of this great country understand how such policies affect them and their related civic responsibilities.  Federal investments must recognize that social studies is how young people are exposed to civic engagement, economics and financial literacy, global awareness, historical reasoning and other subjects that yield increasingly crucial 21st Century skills.  





To that end, NCSS urges you to support adequate funding for programs social studies educators consider crucial in the FY 2010 Labor, Health and Human Services and Education appropriations process:





The Teaching American History grant program makes competitive grants to school districts for professional development to strengthen the teaching of traditional American history in elementary and secondary schools, and we ask that you support the program funding level requested by President Obama of $118.95 million.  (The House Committee-passed bill proposes $100 million.)


National History Day is the only program that works with both students and teachers to improve the teaching and learning of history, and while House appropriators suggest funding the program at $500,000, we ask you to fund the program at $1 million in FY 2010.  


We ask you to support the appropriation Civic Education would receive in the House Committee bill, which recommends investing $35 million.  


Excellence in Economic Education is an important federal program, and we hope you will support funding the program at $1.45 million, as proposed by the White House and House appropriators.


Teacher preparation programs are more important than ever, and we ask you to support the House and Administration who call for funding Teacher Quality Partnership Grants at $50 million.  


Professional development for classroom teachers is funded, in part, by NCLB Improving Teacher Quality State Grants.  The House proposal matches the President’s request of level funding the program at $2.95 billion.  Please support this investment.  





There are also a number of discrete pieces of legislation that have been introduced in the 111th Congress that address concerns around the teaching of history, civics, geography and other core subjects of social studies that we believe warrant your consideration and support, such as the American History and Civics Achievement Act (S. 659), the 21st Century Skills Incentive Fund (S. 1029) and the Teaching Geography is Fundamental Act (HR 1240/S. 749).  





Adequate funding for existing programs and innovative new ideas can and do help tens of thousands of students and teachers to gain important skills and experiences, ultimately producing responsible citizens.  





Please do not hesitate to contact NCSS’s Executive Director, Susan Griffin (301.588.1800 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:sgriffin@ncss.org" ��sgriffin@ncss.org�), if you have any questions.  Thank you.


 


Sincerely,





�							�


Susan Griffin									Syd Golston


Executive Director								President
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