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Understand That Social Studies is Critical to American Education
· Social studies gives students the knowledge, skills and civic values they need as citizens to participate in our democracy. In this election year it is imperative that citizens understand economic, political and competitiveness issues.  Social studies is how young people are exposed to economics, history, global awareness, geography and other subjects that are crucial to civic competence and acquiring the skills they need in the 21st Century.
Invest Adequately in Social Studies Educators

· Professional development is crucial to increasing the content knowledge and skills of teachers who are striving to meet NCLB goals. Support for teacher professional development through support for Title II of NCLB, Teaching American History Grants, Civic Education, National History Day and Excellence in Economic Education helps accomplish these goals. 

 

Amend NCLB to Make Sure the Core Subjects Addressed by Social Studies Remain in The K-12 Curriculum

· The Center on Education Policy (CEP) released a report in 2007 that asserts that since the enactment of NCLB, 44% of districts surveyed have reduced time for social studies. The 2008 survey indicates that more than half (53%) of districts surveyed cut instructional time by at least 75 minutes per week in social studies. This is clearly an unintended consequence of NCLB and one that deserves the attention of policy makers.

