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Social studies educators give students the content knowledge, intellectual skills and civic values they need to fulfill the duties of citizenship in a participatory democracy.  NCSS’s mission is to provide leadership, service and support for all social studies educators.  

OVERALL PRIORITIES

Social Studies is Critical to American Education

Social studies provides coordinated, systematic study drawing from anthropology, economics, geography, history, law, and many others to promote knowledge of and involvement in civic affairs.  And because civic issues—such as health care, crime, and foreign policy—are multidisciplinary in nature, understanding these issues and developing resolutions to them require multidisciplinary education.  During this first year of a new Administration and Congress, at a time that policymakers are taking on the daunting issues of a struggling economy, health care reform, climate change and other issues, we are reminded how important it is that the citizens of this great country understand how such policies affect them and their related civic responsibilities.  Federal investments must recognize that social studies is how young people are exposed to civic engagement, economics and financial literacy, global awareness, historical reasoning and other subjects that yield increasingly crucial 21st Century skills.  

NCLB and its Effects on Social Studies

The Center on Education Policy (CEP) released a report in 2007 that asserts that since the enactment of NCLB, 44% of districts surveyed have reduced time for social studies. That percentage leapt to 51% in districts with “failing schools.” Denying students the opportunity to build social studies vocabulary and background knowledge lowers reading comprehension and ironically increases the achievement gap. The 2008 survey indicates that more than half (53%) of districts surveyed cut instructional time by at least 75 minutes per week in social studies. This is clearly an unintended consequence of NCLB and one that deserves the attention of policy makers.

Adequate Investments in Social Studies Educators and Programs that Serve Them

Professional development is crucial in the endeavor to increase the content knowledge and skills of teachers—knowledge and skills that are increasingly important as educators strive to meet NCLB goals. Support providing our nation’s students with a rich curriculum by supporting federal professional development and teacher preparation programs, Teaching American History Grants, and the $500,000 appropriation for National History Day included in the House FY 2010 Labor, Health and Human Services and Education Appropriations proposal.  National History Day is a year-long program that involves over 1.5 million people—students, teachers and parents—annually and is the only program that works with both students and teachers to improve the teaching and learning of history.  

OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST

Support the Teaching Geography is Fundamental Act

The Teaching Geography is Fundamental Act (HR 1240/S. 749) rightly places geography on par with the other eight core academic subjects identified by NCLB.  NCSS supports the goals of this effort, championed by Senator Cochran and Representative Van Hollen, which would authorize federal funding to increase teacher training, improve student achievement, encourage education research, and develop effective instructional materials and strategies in the field of geography education.

Support the 21st Century Skills Incentive Fund Act

The 21st Century Skills Incentive Fund Act (S. 1029) authorizes grants to states to establish statewide 21st Century Skills initiatives.  These initiatives would be based on the work of the Partnership for 21st Century Skills that emphasizes interdisciplinary instruction emphasizing the knowledge and skills needed for success in the 21st Century workforce.  The goal and structure of the initiative requires broad support and investment from business, philanthropy and state and local educators and policymakers.  NCSS supports this bill and has been a member of the Partnership, contributing to its efforts with colleagues in the education community, for years.  

the American History and Civics Achievement Act

This bill (S. 659) is part of a continuing effort to renew the national commitment to teaching history and civics in the Nation's public schools and takes important steps to strengthen the teaching of American history and civics, and raise the standing of these subjects in school curriculums. While it proposes a number of changes to current law, one portion of the act would change the National Assessment for Educational Progress to allow schools and educators to be better able to achieve success in history and civics. The bill proposes a more frequent national assessment of children in American history under the NAEP—at least once every 4 years. The bill also proposes to strengthen state standards in American history and civics, through a new state-level pilot assessment in these subjects that would include larger sample sizes and ten states each, yielding a useful quantity of data.

