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Dear HOD Delegate: 
On behalf of our Steering Committee, I am pleased to welcome you as a delegate to the 55th House of Delegates (HOD) in Washington, DC. Over the years the House of Delegates has gradually grown to include not only delegations from affiliated councils but also voting delegations from associated groups and NCSS communities. During last year’s 54th HOD meeting we had 156 registered Delegates. We hope your participation will help make the 2011 HOD meeting the largest and strongest meeting yet. This letter will serve as your guide to this year’s meeting. Please read through this letter thoroughly.
Our HOD sessions will convene on Friday, December 2 at 4:20 p.m., and Saturday, December 3 at 8:00 a.m. at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center (WCC), Room 207AB. These meetings are a vital part of the business of NCSS, and serve as a forum for discussion and debate about important issues impacting the organization and the social studies.
As you prepare for your attendance and participation in the HOD, I ask you to review the HOD Manual and Resolutions online: http://www.ncssleaders.org/bin/view/HouseofDelegates/WebHome. The HOD Manual serves as the procedural bylaws for conducting business and provides the organizational structure for the HOD.  Your familiarity with this document will ensure your informed, active participation in the HOD.  Copies of revised resolutions and the HOD manual will be included in your Delegate Packet, available for pick up when you arrive for the HOD first session.
In addition, please review and discuss the 2011 Resolutions with your colleagues and constituents from affiliated councils, associated groups, and/or communities.  Resolutions evolve through a variety of sources including work done during the 2011 summer resolutions webinars, meetings of affiliate leaders, as well as solicited calls for resolutions from affiliated councils, associated groups, and communities. Resolutions address the issues that directly affect the organization and the social studies profession.  Resolutions are the formal process, by which the general membership, local, state, and regional councils, associated groups, communities, and the Council.  Resolutions:
a.    express ideas, recommendations, issues and concerns relevant to NCSS and its work to promote quality teaching and learning of social studies, and
b.    provide direction to the Board of Directors for current and future work of NCSS.
Your input as a delegate of the organization you represent is important in shaping the interests and work of the Council. Affiliated council, associated group, and community delegations may in addition to debating and voting on current resolutions, offer their support formally by choosing to co-sponsor a resolution.  This later process must be completed prior to the opening HOD session.  See your HOD manual for procedural explanations. 
Once again we will be using electronic voting.  As a delegate you will register your vote on Resolutions and HOD committees using clickers.  The clickers are provided by eInstruction. You will receive training during the Saturday session of the HOD just prior to voting on committee representation, amendments, and resolutions. You will need to be a certified delegate to receive a clicker for voting. We want to thank eInstruction for the use of this wonderful technology and their continued support in facilitating electronic voting. 
The HOD manual includes the agenda for the House of Delegates sessions and an action report on the resolutions passed during the 2010 meeting. The minutes from the 2010 HOD session appear on the NCSS Leaders website: http://www.ncssleaders.org/bin/view/HouseofDelegates/HoDTranscripts. 
Flow charts regarding the structure of our organization are also included in the manual. Please review this information, and bring the manual to all of the delegate sessions. You will receive additional information when you complete registration on Friday, December 2 from 2:45 – 4:20 p.m. outside WCC, Outside Room 207AB. 
Please note that all delegates must be certified to receive a registration packet on Friday and again on Saturday to participate in voting during the 2nd HOD session.  Delegates are required to register prior to both HOD sessions.  Delegates are certified by the HOD Credentials Committee. Certification and HOD registration begins at 2:45 p.m. on Friday, December 2, and 7:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 3.
A briefing for new delegates will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m., Friday, December 2 prior to the first session of the HOD in WCC, Room 207AB.  This briefing, as well as the information in the Delegate Packet, is designed to assist first time delegates in understanding the proceedings of the HOD so that there will be full participation by all in attendance. 
In addition to the resolutions a number of highlights worth noting are:
· State of the Council reports by President, Sue Blanchette and Executive Director Susan Griffin.
· Nominations and election of delegates to the HOD committees (Steering, Assignment, and Resolutions)
· Recognition of Gold and Silver Star Councils.
· Presentations by candidates for NCSS Vice-President and the Board of Directors.
On behalf of the Steering Committee and the wonderful staff and Board of NCSS, I welcome you to Washington D.C. and the HOD. 
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Hinde
Elizabeth Hinde, Chair 

House of Delegates Steering Committee
