NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES

RESOLUTION 2011

RESOLUTION: NCSS TO CREATE CLEARINGHOUSE OF SOCIAL STUDIES PERFORMANCE-BASED ASSESSMENT EXAMPLES, RESEARCH AND EDUCATIONAL POLICIES TO INFORM POLICY AND PRACTICE

Sponsored by: California Council for the Social Studies, Southern California Social Science Association, NCSS Citizenship Community, Nisan Chavkin, CRFChicago, Maria Gallo, Center for Civic Education
WHEREAS NCSS defines social studies as “the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence” and 

WHEREAS NCSS believes that civic efficacy can best be achieved through powerful, rigorous social studies curriculum and effective teaching that allows students to connect what they are learning to their prior knowledge and to current issues, to think critically and creatively about what they are learning, and to apply that learning to authentic situations to address the challenges facing our diverse nation in an increasingly interdependent world, and

WHEREAS assessing students’ knowledge and skills for civic competence in authentic ways is critical to informing effective instruction to meet the needs of all students to become effective citizens, and

WHEREAS research conducted by Bruce King, Fred Newmann, and Dana Carmichael at the Center on Organization and Restructuring of Schools, and the Research Institute on Secondary Reform for Youth with Disabilities, 1990-2004, confirms that students engaged in “authentic intellectual instruction and assessment” that allows students to construct knowledge, engage in disciplined inquiry and see value beyond school, results in higher achievement than students who experienced lower levels of authentic instruction and assessment, consistently for grades 3 through 12, across different subject areas, and for different students regardless of race, gender, disability status, or socioeconomic status.
WHEREAS social studies performance-based assessment models in Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Nebraska, Oregon, Vermont and Washington have shown to be powerful tools in assessing students’ knowledge and skills in authentic settings and provides teachers opportunities to engage in dialogue to understand what students need to know and be able to do and what teachers need to know and be able to do to prepare all students for effective citizenship in the 21st century.

BE IT RESOLVED that NCSS explore the possibility of developing and publishing a clearinghouse of resources that includes a) examples of social studies performance-based assessment measures conducted at local and state levels that enable students to demonstrate the knowledge and skills needed for effective citizenship in authentic settings, b) research findings that support the use of performance-based assessment to inform instruction, and c) existing educational policies that can inform advocacy efforts for the inclusion of social studies performance-based assessment at the local, state and national level.

